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Part I - 
Class description - This unit is a social studies unit for a 7th grade special education class.  Students in this class are between 12-14 years old.  The class meets every day for 40 minutes.  Most of the students in this class have previously been in self-contained classrooms, and are in special education classes for the core subjects.  
The class average reading level is approximately second grade, and most students are classified as learning disabled.  Students may have problems with reading comprehension, decoding strategies, and/or oral expression.  Student attention span and motivation vary, but increases when the instruction is both engaging and personally relevant.

Unit Theme & Essential Questions - The seventh grade social studies curriculum focuses on American history, from pre-Columbian times to the Civil War.  This includes the American Revolution, and the events surrounding it.  The Declaration of Independence is one of the main documents of the time, and contains language that is difficult to understand.  
The main goal of this unit, titled “Life, Liberty, and Happiness”, is to teach students how the Declaration of Independence came into being, what it is, and what it means.  This unit will also teach the importance of documents in general.  It is being taught concurrently with Unit 3 of the 7th grade curriculum, which deals with the revolutionary war period of American history.  
One of the essential questions of this unit deals with documents - students need to know what the major documents of this time period are and how they are produced.  Students also need to be able to understand the main ideas of this important document.  These lessons will supplement classroom learning by providing students with print and electronic resources, along with structured activities that will help them learn the information.
Roles & Responsibilities - These lessons will be co-taught by the special education social studies teacher and the teacher-librarian (T-L).  The social studies teacher will introduce the unit to students, building on knowledge from the previous unit.  The class will meet in the library one or two times, and the lessons are designed to supplement the classroom instruction.  In addition to the teacher and T-L, there will also be a teacher’s aide present for all library lessons.  
The teacher-librarian will be responsible for gathering print and non-print resources pertaining to the Declaration of Independence and other documents of the era.  Additionally, the teacher-librarian will provide instructional space, computer terminals, and necessary materials for the lessons.

Unit Title:  Life, Liberty and Happiness
NY State Learning Standards Addressed:  (in lessons 1-4)
Social Studies Standard 1, Key Idea 1:  The study of New York State and United States history requires an analysis of the development of American culture, its diversity and multicultural context, and the ways people are unified by many values, practices, and traditions.

Intermediate Performance Indicator:  Students will interpret the ideas, values, and beliefs contained in the Declaration of Independence and the New York State Constitution and United States Constitution, Bill of Rights, and other important historical documents.
English Language Arts Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.  As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas, discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.
Lesson Plan 1:  “First Things First:  primary sources”.

Concept / Topic to Teach:  this lesson will teach primary sources in general, and documents specifically.
21st Century Learning Standards Addressed:  1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.6, 1.3.4, 1.4.4, 2.1.5, 2.3.1, 3.1.2, 3.2.2, 4.3.1, 4.3.2
General Goal(s):  students will learn what a primary source is (versus a secondary source); students will also learn what documents are.  

Specific Objectives:   By the end of this lesson, students will be able to distinguish a primary source from a secondary source.  Students will also be able to tell what a historical document is.  

Required Materials:   interactive white board, computer, Patriotic Songs and Marches CD, various books from materials list, 7th grade social studies textbook; school yearbook.    

Anticipatory Set:  T-L will welcome students into the library as various patriotic songs will be playing in the background.  T-L will ask students what holiday these songs might represent, and lead into the relationship of the Declaration of Independence and the 4th of July.  Students will be asked the essential question:  what are documents, why are they important in our history, what are the different kinds of documents or sources?  Additionally, T-L will introduce the various resources available at the library.
Step-By-Step Procedures:  T-L will introduce primary sources to students, T-L will have items to demonstrate the difference between primary and secondary sources (Library of Congress website on whiteboard, school yearbook, encyclopedia, social studies textbook).  To give students foundational knowledge on the Declaration of Independence, T-L will show the video Declaration of Independence : a foundation of ideas for a new age (25 mins).  
Plan for Independent Practice: After the movie, T-L will go around the group and ask students to tell which type of resource (primary vs. secondary) different examples might be.  Students will practice sharing information out loud in a group setting.  
Closure: T-L and social studies teacher will ask students to think about why this document was important, and if it is still important today.

Assessment:  T-L and social studies teacher will assess student understanding of documents and primary sources during the independent practice.  Any re-teaching will be done as necessary.
Possible Adaptations: This unit could be adapted for mainstream and/or inclusion classes by having students work in pairs on the independent practice portion as opposed to conducting that as a group.
Possible Connections to Other Subjects:  Because documents are produced and used in all disciplines, this unit could be connected to most other subjects.
Lesson Plan 2:  “We’re Not Going to Take It”

Concept / Topic to Teach:  Students will learn the main ideas of the Declaration of Independence.
21st Century Learning Standards Addressed:  1.1.6, 1.1.7, 1.1.9, 1.4.2, 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.2.4, 2.3.1, 3.1.2, 3.1.3, 3.3.1, 4.4.3
General Goal(s):  Students will draft their own list of school grievances using modern English, modeling it on the Declaration of Independence.
Specific Objectives:  Students will listen to parts of the Declaration of Independence being read aloud.  Students will then draft 5 or more grievances of their own about school.  
Required Materials:  Twisted Sister mp3 file, computer, speakers, whiteboard; library books from materials list distributed at three different tables; paper/pens to write their drafts.
Anticipatory Set:  As students come in to the library, “We’re Not Gonna Take It” will be playing on the computer, with a short discussion on why that song is appropriate.  T-L will read excerpts from the Declaration of Independence (either the Kallen or Fink books), and discuss with students what different parts of the document mean, connecting the points to the material students have already covered in their class (Stamp Act, Boston Tea Party, etc.), recording them on the whiteboard screen.  T-L will introduce today’s activity:  students will create a list of school grievances.
Step-By-Step Procedures:  Students will be broken up into groups of 2 or 3; each group will sit at a library table with the selected resources from the materials list distributed on the tables.  Students will create a list of school complaints that they have, and write it down in a list.  The 
T-L will give examples at the start of the activity (e.g.:  being unhappy about homework).  Students will refer to selected books for further information, if necessary.  T-L, social studies teacher, and teacher aide will each work with one of the groups to assist them in this task.
Plan for Independent Practice:  Although teachers will be available for assistance, students will be working on their lists somewhat independently.  Additionally, if students finish before end of class, they can read through the various resources at their table. 
Closure:  Ask students if there are any similarities between their document and the Declaration of Independence.
Assessment:  T-L, teacher, and teacher aide will assess student comprehension of the topic based on completed list of grievances that are created.  
Possible Adaptations:  With less supervision in the group work portion, this lesson could be used with any class.
Possible Connections to Other Subjects:  English Language Arts (ELA)
Lesson 3:  “What’s the Big Idea?”

Concept / Topic to Teach:  Students will determine the main ideas behind their lists from previous lesson, as well as the main ideas of the Declaration of Independence.  
21st Century Learning Standards Addressed:   1.1.2, 1.1.7, 1.1.8, 1.2, 1.3.5, 1.4.4, 2.1.1, 2.1.4, 2.1.6, 2.3.1, 3.1.1, 3.1.3
General Goal(s):  to determine the main idea of a document.  

Specific Objectives: As a class, students will create a Wordle using the main idea of their document from lesson 2.    

Required Materials: computer w/interactive white board and speakers; lists from Lesson 2; student computer terminals.
Anticipatory Set:   Students will view the Schoolhouse video “Fireworks”.  “What’s the Big Idea?!” will be on the whiteboard in bold, colorful (red and blue) type.  T-L will introduce today’s activity.  

Step-By-Step Procedures:  Each group will be asked to share 5 of the main ideas in their documents from lesson 2.  T-L will type the words or phrases into wordle.net, and create a word cloud for this document.     

Plan for Independent Practice:  The teachers will guide the students through this exercise, but students will work independently on this in the next lesson.  
Closure:  print out wordles for students to take with them; remind students that even complex documents are based on several main (or big) ideas. 

Assessment:  Student learning will be informally assessed throughout the lesson based on responses used to create the wordle.   

Possible Adaptations:  Students in mainstream classes could do this project independently or in pairs.  

Possible Connections to Other Subjects:  ELA, technology
Lesson Plan 4:  “The End of the Road”
 Concept / Topic to Teach:  main ideas Declaration of Independence
21st Century Learning Standards Addressed:  1.1.2, 1.1.7, 1.1.8, 1.2, 1.3.5, 1.4.4, 2.1.1, 2.1.4, 2.1.6, 2.3.1, 3.1.1, 3.1.3
General Goal(s): students will use skills from lesson 3 to create a wordle working in small groups; students will also have opportunity to play “Road to Freedom” computer game.  

Specific Objectives: students will create a wordle of main ideas of the Declaration of Independence.  

Required Materials: student computer terminals; instructor computer with interactive whiteboard and speakers.

Anticipatory Set: students will enter the library with patriotic music playing; the wordle created in lesson 3 will be displayed on the whiteboard screen.  

Step-By-Step Procedures:  social studies teacher will review the main ideas of the Declaration of Independence.  Students will then go to wordle.net, and independently create a wordle of these ideas. 

Plan for Independent Practice:  this activity is meant to be done independently, although students will receive assistance if necessary.  If some students complete their wordle before the class is over, they can play “Road to Revolution” computer game on pbs.org.
Closure:  social studies teacher and T-L will remind students of the importance of documents, but also show how using different resources can make them easier to understand.  
Assessment:  T-L will assist social studies teacher in assessing Declaration of Independence main idea wordles for student learning.  
Possible Adaptations:  this lesson could be used by a mainstream class. 

Possible Connections to Other Subjects:  technology, ELA
Materials list:  
 American Revolution:  from colonies to country.  New York:  Play Bac Publishing, 2007.  

Print.  A fold-out 5-foot long timeline of the revolutionary period, this resource 

features a whole panel about the Declaration of Independence.

Brenner, Barbara.  If you were there in 1776.  New York:  Bradbury Press, 1994.  Print.

Describing how events unfolded as if the reader were there, this book can

help make the events of this time period more relevant to students.  Although it is 


written for grades 3-6, the book contains an entire chapter on the Declaration of 


Independence that is quite detailed.

Buck, Dennis.  Patriotic Songs and Marches.  Kimbo Educational, 2000.  CD.


This CD features recordings of favorite American patriotic songs, including 


Yankee Doodle Dandy, You’re a Grand Old Flag, and more.

Declaration of Independence : a foundation of ideas for a new age.  Dir. John M. Maio.


Creative Adventures, 1997.  VHS.  For grades 5-8, this video explains the history of the 
Declaration of Independence and its ideas.
Declaring Independence:  Drafting the Documents.  www.loc.gov/exhibits, Library of Congress,

n.d.  Web.  13 Aug. 2010.
Feinberg, Jonathan.  wordle.net.  web.  15 Aug. 2010.  This easy-to-use website creates word clouds

from text, providing a good introduction to cloud computing.

Fradin, Dennis B.  The Declaration of Indepence.  Chicago:  Children’s Press, 1988.  

Print.  Written at a K-3 reading level, the information in the book is accessible for 


students who have reading difficulties.  It features color illustrations, photos, and 


a map, as well as a glossary and index.
Fradin, Dennis B.  The Declaration of Independence.  Tarrytown, NY:  Marshall


Cavendish, 2007.  Print.   This book is written at a slightly higher reading level (3-6), this 


recent title contains basic information on the Declaration of Independence.

Jefferson, Thomas.  The Declaration of Independence.  (S. Fink, illustrations 
and inscriptions).  New York:  Scholastic, 2002.  Print.

Each page in this book features short phrases from the actual Declaration of 
Independence, accompanied by an appropriate illustration and inscription from the 
illustrator.  

Kallen, Stuart A.  The declaration of independence.  Minneapolis, MN:  Abdo &


Daughters, 1994.  Print.  Actual text from the Declaration is accompanied by an text from the 
author.  The book includes an introduction, a glossary, and full color illustrations.


Moore, Kay.  If you lived at the time of the American revolution.  New York:


Scholastic, 1997  Print.  This picture book sets out to answer such questions as “what started the 


Revolution?” and “How would your life have changed after the Declaration of 


Independence?”.  

Osborne, Mary Pope and Natalie Pope Boyce.  American revolution:  a nonfiction 
companion to “Revolutionary war on Wednesday”.  New York:  Random House.  

Print.  A good general resource on the revolutionary period, this book features a whole 
chapter on the Declaration of Independence.  The reading level (grades 2-6) is 
on target for the students in this class.

Rife, Douglas and Gina Capaldi.  The American revolution.  Norwalk, CT:  Innovative 

Kids, 2009.  Print.  Written for ages 8 and up, this interactive book describes the events  
related to the drafting of the Declaration of Independence, along with a fold-out 


replica of the document. 

“Road to Revolution Game.”  pbs.org.  Twin Cities Public Television, n.d.  Web.  15 Aug. 

2010.  Available from http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/road.html

This interactive game simulates that can assess student learning.
Schoolhouse Rock:  Special 30th Anniversary Edition.  Walt Disney Video, 2002.  DVD.  
The classic video “Fireworks” helps teach students about the Declaration of 
Independence using music and easy-to-understand language.

Twisted Sister.  “We’re Not Gonna Take It”.  n.d.  iTunes.  mp3 file.  A relevant protest song for today’s 

students.

Yero, Judith Lloyd  The declaration of independence.  Washington, D.C.:  National


Geographic Society, 2006.  Print.    Starting with a chapter on “The road to freedom”, this books 
covers the details of the document, as well as the reasons behind it.  It is accompanied by 
appealing illustrations, and is leveled for grades 3-5.  There is also a glossary 
and index.
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